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Syllabus 2020

AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

SYLLABUS

This is not a “college-prep” course.  It is a college-level course.  Students must understand at the outset that this course requires an extensive amount of reading and that the reading must be completed in advance of the material being covered in class.  Use this Syllabus, plus the Study Guides, to prepare yourself for class.  Students are expected to have a comprehensive understanding of all topics treated in the text, reader, supplemental readings, and the classroom.  Students who engage themselves in the classroom by asking questions and participating in discussions will be more successful than those who remain passive.  This will be a challenging----but rewarding---experience for you as you learn a new way of studying and thinking.  
TEXTBOOKS
Magleby, David B.; David M. O’Brien; Paul C. Light; James MacGregor Burns; J.W. Peltason; Thomas E. Cronin.  Government by the People, 21st Ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006.

Woll, Peter, ed.  American Government: Readings and Cases. 16th ed.  NY: Pearson Longman, 
2006.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING POLICY
Students will be graded on a point system.  Each assignment, quiz, and examination will have a point value.  WCS policy regarding the weighting of homework, classwork, and assessments will be followed.  That is, homework and classwork will be worth 25% of the final grade for each quarter.  Assessments will be weighted 75% for the final grade for each quarter. 
Throughout the semester, students will have practice in analyzing and interpreting data and information relevant to the United States government and politics while reading Government by the People and during examinations.   Occasionally, students will complete portions of the Study Guides for a grade.  

There will be examinations as appropriate to the coverage of the material.  Examinations follow the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam (the AP Exam) format and are designed to ensure that students are prepared for the AP Exam.  These examinations will last approximately one class period (and occasionally two class periods) and are either a combination of multiple choice and free-response, essay questions (FRQ’s) or entirely essay questions.  Multiple-choice questions are of the caliber expected on the AP Exam.  FRQ’s may require students to demonstrate an understanding of quantitative and visually presented information (maps and graphs).  Other FRQ’s require students to analyze and interpret the structure and actors within American government and politics.  FRQ’s are challenging, but they prepare students for the essay section.  As the course progresses, examinations may be two days in length.  Multiple-choice questions will be given on the first day, and FRQ’s on the second day.  Occasionally, students will be asked to complete the FRQ portion of the exam at home.

Students may also have quizzes on the reading assignments.  The Study Guides distributed in class should be read and completed before the first class day of each block of reading.  Quiz dates are noted in the Summary Outline below.  

In order to succeed in this course and, ultimately, on the AP Exam, students are encouraged to apply the course material to current events.  Daily, students should follow current events in the nation and the world by watching network news, listening to National Public Radio, or reading the New York Times or Washington Post.  News magazines, such as Time, Newsweek, or The Economist will also assist students in understanding the application of course content in the world.  

SUMMARY OUTLINE
Classes 1, 2, 3, and 4

Liberty and Order: The Underpinnings of the Constitution

Read:
Magleby Chapter 1 (pp. 1-25)



Woll Chapter 1; pp. 3 - 49 (Readings No. 1, John Locke; No. 2, Roche; No. 3, Beard; No. 4, Federalists 47, 48, 51; No. 5 Tribe/Dorf)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 1, “Constitutional Democracy.”  Prepare answers for the questions on the Woll readings based on the Study Guide distributed in class.

Classroom Discussion:
What is democracy?  What are the roots of the American understanding of republicanism, constitutionalism, liberty, justice, equality, pluralism, and majoritarianism?  Why did the Articles of Confederation fail, and what motivated the framers of the Constitution?

Quiz:  On Class 2, you will take a quiz on the Magleby and Woll readings.
Class 5
EXAMINATION (Magleby Chapter 1; Woll Chapter 1; pp. 3 - 49 (Readings No.
1, John Locke; No. 2, Roche; No. 3, Beard; No. 4, Federalists 47, 48, 51; No. 5 
Tribe/Dorf)

Classes 6, 7, 8 and 9
The Living Constitution

Read: Magleby Chapter 2 (pp. 26- 44)

Woll Chapter 2 (Readings No. 6, Federalist 16 and 17; No. 7, The Anti-Federalist Papers No. 17; No. 10, Federalist 39) and Chapter 9 (No. 74, Marbury v. Madison)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 


for Magleby, Chapter 2, “The Living Constitution.  Prepare answers for the questions on the Woll readings based on the Study Guide distributed in class.
Classroom Discussion:
Why do we have the Constitution?  Why was the central government divided into three parts?  What is the relationship of the three branches to each other?  What is the relationship of the states and federal government?  How can the Constitution change with the zeitgeist?  How has use and judicial review affected the original intent of the Constitution?  What is the difference between checks and balances and separation of powers, and how do these concepts affect policymaking?

Quiz:  On Class 7, you will take a quiz on the Magleby and Woll readings.
Class 10
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 2; Woll, Chapter 2 (Readings No. 6, Federalist 16 and 17; No. 7, The Anti-Federalist Papers No. 17; No. 10, Federalist 39) and Chapter 9 (No. 74, Marbury v. Madison)
Classes 11, 12, 13, and 14
American Federalism

Read:
Magleby Chapter 3 (pp. 54-79)



Woll Chapter 2 (Readings No. 12, McCulloch v. Maryland; No. 14, Grodzins) 

Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 3, “American Federalism.”  


Classroom Discussion:
How does the national government create and implement public policy?  What is the relation of the states to the central government and to each other?   How do the Feds use the states as the agents of national policy?  Why is the national/state relationship in so much conflict?  How are these conflicts resolved?  Where is the citizen in all of this?

Class 15
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 3; Woll Chapter 2 (Readings No. 12, 

McCulloch v. Maryland; No. 14, Grodzins)
Classes 16, 17, and 18
Political Culture
Read: Magleby Chapter 4 (pp. 80-103)

Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 

for Magleby, Chapter 4, “Political Culture.”
Classroom Discussion:
What is political culture?  Where do we get our political opinions?  How do we behave as voters?  Why?  Who influences us?  Where do we get our ideology?  What affect does ideology have on political opinion?  What affect does ideology have on our understanding of the role of government?  What is the difference between a Democrat and a Republican?  What is the difference between liberal and conservative?  Is there a “dime’s worth of difference” between the Democrats and the Republicans?

Quiz:  On Class 17, you will take a quiz on the Magleby reading.
Classes 19 and 20
The Political Landscape

Read: Magleby Chapter 5 (pp. 104-129)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 

for Magleby, Chapter 5, “The Political Landscape.”
Classroom Discussion:
What effect do ethnicity, race, gender, age, wealth, education, and income have on voting behavior and political beliefs?  Who are the Americans?  Who are the immigrants?


Quiz:  On Class 20, you will take a quiz on the Magleby reading.

Classes 21 and 22
Interest Groups and Movement Politics

Read: Magleby Chapter 6 (pp. 130-159)



Woll Chapter 5 (Readings No. 45, Truman; No. 46, Galbraith; No. 47, Lowi; No. 49, Sabato)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 6, “Interest Groups and Movement Politics.”  Prepare answers for the questions on the Woll readings based on the Study Guide distributed in class.

Classroom Discussion:
What are interest groups?  What effects do interest groups have on the political system?  How does the system respond to interest groups?  What are the tactics of interest groups?  What is the difference between interest groups and movement politics?  What are the issues surrounding campaign finance reform?

Class 23
EXAMINATION (Magleby Chapters 4, 5, and 6; Woll, Chapter 5, Readings No. 

45, No. 47, and No. 49)
Classes 24 and 25
Political Parties

Read: Magleby Chapter 7 (pp. 160-189)



Woll Chapter 4 (Readings No. 30, Federalist 10; No. 31, Schattschneider)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 7, “Political Parties.”  Prepare answers for the questions on the Woll readings based on the Study Guide distributed in class.

Classroom Discussion:
What are political parties?  What do they do?  What do they believe in?  Why do we have a two-party system?  What have been the traditional roles of parties?  What has been the result of election reform on the power of political parties?  What are the party differences?  How are the parties doing at the national, state, and local levels?  What is the effect of third parties?  What roles have they played?  Has partisanship changed?  How?

Quiz:  At the start of Class 24, you will take a quiz on the Magleby and Woll readings.
Classes 26, 27, and 28
Public Opinion, Participation, Voting

Read: Magleby Chapter 8 (pp. 190-215)



Woll Chapter 4 (Readings No. 36, Key; No. 38, Berelson, et al.; No. 39, Key)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 8, “Public Opinion, Participation, Voting.”  Prepare answers for the questions on the Woll readings based on the Study Guide distributed in class.

Classroom Discussion:
 
What is public opinion?  What affects opinion?  What impact does opinion have on policy?  Where do we get our beliefs?  What are public opinion polls, and how does sampling take the pulse of the electorate?  What are the problems of participation and voter turnout?  Who votes and who does not vote?  Why?

Quiz:  At the start of Class 26, you will take a quiz on the Magleby and Woll readings.

Class 29
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapters 7 and 8; Woll, Nos. 30, 31, 36, 38, and 39)

Classes 30 and 31
Campaigns and Elections

Read: Magleby Chapter 9 (pp. 216-247)

Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 

for Magleby, Chapter 9, “Campaigns and Elections.”


Classroom Discussion:
Who wins, and who does not win?  Why?  What is the effect of the system on politics?  What is the effect of politics on the system?  Why do we have an electoral college?  How does one run for the House and Senate?  How do we elect presidents?  What is the impact of the media on presidential elections?  Do the rich buy elections?  Do interest groups buy elections?  How can we interpret the result of the 2000 election?

Quiz:  At the start of Class 30, you will take a quiz on the Magleby reading.
Classes 32 and 33
The Media and American Politics

Read: Magleby Chapter 10 (pp. 248-271)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 

for Magleby, Chapter 10, “The Media and American Politics.”

Classroom Discussion:
What is the media?  Who is the media?  Who controls the media?  What is the effect of the media on elections, politics, and public policy?  Is the media corrupting?

Class 34
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapters 9 and 10)

Classes 35, 36, 37, and 38
The Congress

Read:  Magleby Chapter 11 (pp. 272-303)



Woll Chapter 8 (Readings No. 64, Federalist 53, 56, 57, 58, 62, and 63; No. 67, Dodd; No. 68, Burke; No. 69, Fenno; No. 70, Polsby; No. 71)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 11, “The Congress.”

Classroom Discussion:
Who are the members of Congress?  Whom do they represent?  What are the formal powers of Congress?  How is Congress organized?  What are the legislative procedures of the House and the Senate?  How does the committee system operate, and who sits on committees?  What are the responsibilities of committees?  What is wrong with Congress?  Is government able to function with all of the cross pressures put on members of Congress?  To whom are congresspersons responsible?

Quiz:  On Class 36, you will take a quiz on the Magleby reading only.

Class 39
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 11; Woll, Nos. 64, 67, 68, 69, and 70)
Classes 40, 41, 42, and 43
The Presidency

Read:
Magleby Chapter 12 (pp. 304-337)



Woll Chapter 6 (Readings No. 50, Federalist 70; No. 51, Rossiter; No. 52, Neustadt; No. 53, Cronin and Genovese; No. 54, Barber; No. 55, Milkis; No. 56, Brooks; No. 61, Hamdi v. Rumsfeld)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 12, “The Presidency.”

Classroom Discussion:
What are the formal and informal powers of the Presidency?  What leadership characteristics make successful presidents?  How do presidents get their agendas passed in Congress?  How do presidents administer the federal government?  What is the role of the cabinet, and how do cabinet members run bureaucratic agencies?  What is the relationship between the media and the presidency?  What factors constrain presidential power?  What is the “imperial presidency,” and what has been the role of Congress in dealing with this phenomenon?  What has been the result of divided government on policymaking? 

Quiz:  At the start of Class 41, you will have a quiz on the Magleby reading only.
Class 44
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 12; Woll, Nos. 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, and 

61)

Class 45
OPEN (To be used as a catch-up day, due to Michigan’s High School MME Exam)
Classes 46 and 47
The Bureaucracy

Read:
Magleby Chapter 13 (pp. 338-361)

Woll Chapter 7, pp. 350-363 (Readings No. 62, Woll; No. 63, Wilson)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide 

for Magleby, Chapter 13, “The Bureaucracy.”

Classroom Discussion:
What is the bureaucracy?  What does it do?  Who are the bureaucrats?  How does the bureaucracy help make public policy?  Who controls the bureaucracy?  What is the relationship between the bureaucracy and the economy?  What is the relationship between the bureaucracy and the executive and legislative branches?

Class
48
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 13; Woll, Nos. 62 and 63)

Classes 49, 50, 51, and 52
The Judiciary


Read:
Magleby Chapter 14 (pp. 361-385)

Woll Chapter 9 (Readings No. 73, Federalist 78; No. 75, Roche; No. 76, Elk Grove Unified School District et al. v. Newdow et al.; No. 77, Brennan;  No. 78, O’Connor; No. 79, Rehnquist; No. 80 Scalia)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide

for Magleby, Chapter 14, “The Judiciary.”

Classroom Discussion:
What is the scope of judicial power and how does the rule of law operate under the principle of judicial review and the rule of precedent?  What is the jurisdiction of the federal courts?  How does politics enter into the selection of federal judges?  How has politics entered into the selection of Supreme Court justices?  What is the proper role of courts in a democracy?  What is the relationship between the people and the courts?

Class 53
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 14; Woll, Nos. 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, and 80)

Classes 54, 55, 56, and 57
Economic Policy and Foreign and Defense Policy
Read:
Magleby Chapters 18: Making Economic and Regulatory Policy and  (pp. 458-485) and Chapter 20: Making Foreign and Defense Policy (pp. 510-537)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide

for Magleby, Chapters 18, “Making Economic and Regulatory Policy,” and 20, 

“Making Foreign and Defense Policy.”

Classroom Discussion:
How is public policy made?  How is the budget created for the United States?  What is the role of the branches in creating the budget?  What role do interest groups play?  How does the government manage the economy?  What are subsidies and entitlements?  What is the effect of entitlements on tax policy?

Class 58
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapters 18 and 20)

Classes 59, 60, and 61
Making Social Policy and Regulation

Read:
Magleby Chapter 19 (pp. 486-509)

Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide

for Magleby, Chapter 19, “Making Social Policy and Regulation.”

Classroom Discussion:
What types of regulation are there and who is regulated?  How is business regulated?  How is labor regulated?  How is the workplace regulated?  What are the arguments for regulation?  What are the arguments for deregulation? 

Class 62
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 19)

Classes 63, 64, and 65
The First Amendment

Read:
Magleby Chapter 15 (pp. 386-407)



Woll Chapter 3 (Readings No. 20, Gideon v. Wainwright; No. 27, Zelman v. Simmons-Harris)


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 15, “The First Amendment.”

Classroom Discussion:
How does the national Bill of Rights apply to citizenship rights?  How is freedom of religion protected in the U.S.?  What is the role of religion in schools?  How far is religious belief protected under the Constitution?  How far does the right of free speech go?  Can the government control speech?  What is the scope of the right to assembly?  Note: There may be additional cases that are required reading.  These cases are very recent and will have to be downloaded from the Internet.  The readings will contain the court syllabi and opinions.

Class 66
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 15; Woll, Nos. 20 and 27)
Classes 67, 68, and 69
Equal Protection Clause

Read:
Magleby Chapter 17 (pp. 430-457)

Woll Chapter 3 (Readings No. 24 and No. 25, Brown v. Board of Education)



Plus additional readings on the affirmative action litigation regarding the University of Michigan


Additional Preparation:  Be able to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study Guide for Magleby, Chapter 17, “The Equal Protection Clause.”

Classroom Discussion:
What is the equal protection of the laws?  What effect has judicial interpretation had on the equal protection clause?  What was the impact of the Civil Rights Act of 1964?  What was the effect of the Voting Rights Act of 1965?  What has been the effect of affirmative action programs?  Note: There may be additional cases that are required reading.  These cases are very recent and will have to be downloaded from the Internet.  The readings will contain the court syllabi and opinions.

Class 70
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 17; Woll, Nos. 24 and 5)
Classes 71, 72, and 73
Life, Liberty, and Property

Read:
Magleby Chapter 16 (pp. 408-429)

Woll Chapter 3 (Readings No. 28, Roe v. Wade)


Additional Preparation:  Be prepared to answer the Learning Objectives from the Study

Guide for Magleby, Chapter 16, “Life, Liberty, and Property.”

Classroom Discussion:
What is procedural due process?  How does procedural due process differ from substantive due process?  What is the scope of the right to property?  What is the scope of the right of citizenship?  What is the scope of the right to privacy?  What is habeas corpus?  How just is justice?  Is justice a process or an end of the judicial system?  What of the rights of the victim?  Note: There may be additional cases that are required reading.  These cases are very recent and will have to be downloaded from the Internet.  The readings will contain the court syllabi and opinions.

Class 74
EXAMINATION (Magleby, Chapter 16; Woll, No. 28)
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